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FATAL ACCIDENT

Worker dies after falling through skylight

On 19 May 2022, a worker was on the roof of a factory preparing for cleaning works when he fell
through a skylight and landed 9.5 metres below. He was sent to the hospital, where he passed away.

The worker was not wearing fall arrest equipment.

Skylight  --~~
Location
_.-=~" where the
worker landed
Figure 1: Scene of the accident.
Recommendations

Working on sloping roofs is an inherently dangerous work activity as they may have fragile
surfaces that a person could fall through. A similar accident involving fragile surfaces happened
on 2 May 2022, where a renovation company owner fell through a false ceiling board. To prevent
similar accidents, consider the following measures:

® Roof hazard assessment: Before starting work, confirm that the roof surface is able to support
a person’s weight and identify if hazards exist (e.g. open sides, roof openings, fragile surfaces).
Start work on roofs only after risk controls are in place.

e Identify fragile surfaces; communicate them to all: Any fragile surface found must be
identified and clearly marked. Display warning signs at all entry points to work areas containing
fragile surfaces. Install additional warning signs at the specific location(s) where fragile surfaces
are found. Instruct workers never to step on fragile surfaces
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Figure 2: Example of fragile surface warning sign.

e Safe work method: Where possible, avoid stepping directly on sloping roofs. Consider working
under the roof (e.g. using a tower scaffold) or above the roof (e.g. using a mobile elevated work
platform) so that there is no need for workers to step on the roof. If work on a sloping roof is
required, the use of roof ladders, gangways, crawl boards and roof brackets is recommended

Figure 3: Example of a roof ladder and gangway on a sloping roof.

e Fall Prevention Plan (FPP): Implement a FPP and a Permit-To-Work system for work activities
where a worker could fall more than three metres. Provide workers with fall arrest equipment and
ensure they are 100 percent tied-off to a secure anchor point or horizontal lifeline when working
on sloping roofs or near a fragile surface. Safety nets can also be installed under the roof as an
additional fall protection measure.

e Worker training: Deploy only workers who have successfully completed the Workforce Skills
Qualifications (WSQ) Perform Work at Height course to work on roofs.

For more information, please refer to WSH (Work at Heights) Regulations 2013, WSH Council's
Code of Practice for Working Safely at Heights, and WSH Guidelines on Working Safely on Roofs.
Additional resources for roof works include Activity-Based Checklist for Working on Rooftops and
6 Basic WSH Rules for Working on Roofs.

* Information on the accident is based on preliminary investigations by the Ministry of Manpower as at 23 May 2022.
This may be subject to change as investigations are still on-going. Please also note that the recommendations provided
here are not exhaustive and they are meant to enhance workplace safety and health so that a recurrence may be
prevented. The information and recommendations provided are not to be construed as implying liability on any party

nor should it be taken to encapsulate all the responsibilities and obligations under the law.

Workplace injuries tend to rise around this time of the year. Remain vigilant against risks
and prevent accidents.
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Visit the WSH Council's website now for updates on WSH-
Tripartite Alliance for
Workplace Safety and Health related matters, information and events.
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This WSH Bulletin is available free of charge, may be printed or downloaded onto electronic, optical or similar storage
media provided that such activities are for private research, study, or in-house use only. If such material is to be copied
or reproduced, users are asked to ensure that the material is reproduced accurately and not in a misleading context,
that the status of the material is identified and to acknowledge Workplace Safety & Health Council, Singapore as the

source of the material.
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