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WAH Symposium 2021 reminds all on managing work-at-
height safety in the new normal 
  
The Work at Heights Symposium 2021 was held on 4 March 2021 with the aim of 
reminding the industry the importance of working safely at height, and how businesses 
could manage work-at-height (WAH) safety in the new normal.   
  
The two-day virtual event was attended by more than 500 participants, with speakers 
sharing WAH statistics and enforcement findings, the importance of well-being for WAH 
safety, and how WAH hazards can be eliminated through technology.   
  
In his opening address, Mr John Ng, Chairman of the WSH Council, reminded 
stakeholders of the recent spate of workplace fatalities in February, which saw the 
highest number of recorded fatalities since 2016 at 11 deaths. He called upon the 
industry to remain vigilant and conduct a Safety Time-Out especially on the use of 
machinery, and to review all existing WSH provisions and address any potential lapses, 
so that workers can go home safe and sound to their families. 
  
Ministry of Manpower shared enforcement findings, common infringements and case 
studies related to falls from height. Speaker from Wong Fong Academy shared insights 
on Total Workplace Safety and Health, and how companies should adopt a holistic 
approach in order to better achieve WSH improvements. Speaker from Hyundai 
Engineering & Construction Pte Ltd also shared the company’s innovative project that 
won them the WSH Innovation Award last year. It not only eliminated work-at-height 
hazards but achieve productivity gains and monetary savings for the company. 
  
The Symposium ended with an interactive panel discussion moderated by Mr Abu Bakar 
Mohd Nor, Deputy Chairman of the WSH Council. He summarised the session in his 
closing remarks and urged the industry to have an ingrained ownership for better WSH 
outcomes, not lose sight on workers’ health in light of the pandemic, and leverage more 
on technology and innovation while improving productivity. 
  
On the second day, two workshops were organised by the Singapore Institution of Safety 
Officers (SISO) and Singapore Contractors Association Limited (SCAL) focusing on WSH 
professionals and management professionals, respectively. Participants learnt about 
practical WAH control measures to implement at workplaces and organisational models 
to address systems and processes relating to WAH safety. 
  
The event was co-organised by the WSH Council, SISO and SCAL, and supported by the 
Ministry of Manpower. 
  



  
  
Read Mr John Ng’s full speech here. 

Read Mr Abu Bakar Mohd Nor’s full speech here. 
  
Join the WSH Council's Safe Hands Campaign and pledge 
to keep workers safe from hand injuries 
  
The Safe Hands Campaign 2021, led by the WSH Council in collaboration with the 
Singapore Manufacturing Federation (SMF), will be launched on 25 March 2021. The 
Campaign seeks to raise awareness on machinery safety and the impact on the lives of 
workers due to amputations from hand and finger injuries.  
  
There has been a trend of amputations occurring once in three days in the 
manufacturing sector. We need to remain vigilant and continue to focus on preventing 
hand and finger injuries in the workplaces. Join the WSH Council and SMF in pledging 
your commitment towards keeping your workers safe here. 
  
The event will be streamed live on Zoom. Register here to confirm your attendance. 
  

 

Date: 25 March 2021 (Thursday) 
Time: 10am - 11am   
Webinar Platform: Zoom  
  
SDU points (pending) will be awarded upon attendance of the event. 
  
 

We regret that we are unable to reply to emails at this email address. For enquiries or feedback, 
please email us at contact@wshc.sg. 

Visit the WSH Council's website now for updates on WSH-related matters, information and events. 
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