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Worker struck by fallen excavator attachment 
  
On 22 April 2021, a worker was killed after an excavator’s concrete breaker attachment 

suddenly fell on him. This happened when the worker was unrigging lifting gears from 

the excavator arm.  
  

    
                                Overview of the accident scene. 
  

Recommendations 
  
To prevent similar accidents, the WSH Council recommends that relevant stakeholders 

ensure: 

 

• Only excavators certified as a lifting machine are used for lifting operations. 

• Excavator attachments used are approved by the manufacturer. 

• Method of securing the attachment to the excavator arm is safe and effective. 

 

• Excavator attachment (e.g. bucket, concrete breaker) is installed and operated 

   according to manufacturer’s recommendations. 

• Excavator pre-start checks (e.g. locking/safety pins, cabin controls, other safety  

   features) has been carried out.  

• Effective means of communication (e.g. walkie-talkies) has been provided to workers. 
  
• Where possible, technology is employed to detect: 

     - presence of excavator attachment locking pin; 

     - presence of co-workers in the excavator working zone; and  

     - adherence to safe working load 
  
  

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tal.sg%2Fwshc%2Fnewsletters&data=04%7C01%7CLim_ee_hwe%40wshc.sg%7Cf8fae047cdd146121c0508d924a98c65%7C0af12b508f1940928ace4dce8f8253e0%7C0%7C0%7C637581132916375101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lnjgGwID9JeHtv4bKfrRZDm2WEA15hR2Xo8%2BY9IeMwg%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tal.sg%2Fwshc%2FResources&data=04%7C01%7CLim_ee_hwe%40wshc.sg%7Cf8fae047cdd146121c0508d924a98c65%7C0af12b508f1940928ace4dce8f8253e0%7C0%7C0%7C637581132916385099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZBqUuzTaA0fVOp2Et4QFl%2FLTAc%2BXFysUUEgkBJ2%2FyXc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tal.sg%2Fwshc%2FEvents&data=04%7C01%7CLim_ee_hwe%40wshc.sg%7Cf8fae047cdd146121c0508d924a98c65%7C0af12b508f1940928ace4dce8f8253e0%7C0%7C0%7C637581132916385099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=a92cLHDp7lUzk%2FZWZwg1VfUM7Csup9Q1B84SCRdgVqw%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWSHCouncil%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLim_ee_hwe%40wshc.sg%7Cf8fae047cdd146121c0508d924a98c65%7C0af12b508f1940928ace4dce8f8253e0%7C0%7C0%7C637581132916395085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dr70FUN0p6AVBeBw9RQ%2FKQQ%2F6h6%2B86CdT7ihHjdHnhc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC-Q-6ma5V9tjmocEx4Ul6Zw&data=04%7C01%7CLim_ee_hwe%40wshc.sg%7Cf8fae047cdd146121c0508d924a98c65%7C0af12b508f1940928ace4dce8f8253e0%7C0%7C0%7C637581132916395085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Klw3IBW6UvFxOGUhIrHg13e8QCQDXxag5x2y1rAtHrc%3D&reserved=0


Information on the accident is based on preliminary investigations by the Ministry of Manpower as at 
21 May 2021. This may be subject to change as investigations are still on-going. Please note that the 
recommendations provided here are not exhaustive and they are meant to enhance workplace safety 
and health so that a recurrence may be prevented. The information and recommendations provided are 
not to be construed as implying any liability on any party nor should it be taken to encapsulate all the 
responsibilities and obligations under the law. 
 

 

We regret that we are unable to reply to emails at this email address. For enquiries or feedback, 
please email us at contact@wshc.sg. 

Visit the WSH Council's website now for updates on WSH-related matters, information and events. 

 

 

This WSH Bulletin is available free of charge, may be printed or downloaded onto electronic, optical or similar storage 
media provided that such activities are for private research, study, or in-house use only. If such material is to be 
copied or reproduced, users are asked to ensure that the material is reproduced accurately and not in a misleading 
context, that the status of the material is identified and to acknowledge Workplace Safety & Health Council, Singapore 
as the source of the material. 
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